Tear of the cervical esophagus following hyperextension from manual traction: case report.
Cervical esophageal disruption is a known complication of hyperextension injuries of the cervical spine. A patient was seen at our institution after nonprofessional manipulation of the cervical spine. There was no apparent cervical spine injury. Following diagnosis, the neck was explored and the esophageal tear repaired and drained. The patient recovered uneventfully.